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Overall, the Antelope Valley Hindu temple campus is a blend of ancient and modern architecture that attempts to connect the diaspora's sometimes distant past to its
present. © Courtesy of CSA Partners

It's a singular building, one might say, next to the imposing structure of the Hindu temple in Antelope Valley,
Southern California. A glass and concrete dome with angular windows that, despite its unusual appearance, is an
integral part of the temple campus , located in Lancaster, a rural city surrounded by desert mountains about 70 miles
north of Los Angeles. According to the Chicago-based architectural firm CSA Partners, founded by Cyrus Subawalla,
the temple campus is conceived and designed as "the unifying space for a dozen distinct Hindu immigrant groups ." Built

in several phases, "the campus design, deeply rooted in history and metaphor, combines historical forms with contemporary

construction technology to produce decidedly modern interpretations of traditional architecture ," the firm stated.
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In the Californian desert, a Hindu temple is being fitted with a glass dome

With its matrix-like shape, this space, intended for meditation, is attached to the Hindu temple in Antelope Valley, built
by the architectural firm CSA Partners in Southern California over a period of 15 years.
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Overall, the Antelope Valley Hindu temple campus is a blend of ancient and modern architecture that attempts to connect the diaspora's sometimes distant past to its
present. © Courtesy of CSA Partners
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Protean and unifying

The temple project, located on a flat, arid plot of land near a park, arose from a very specific context and a vision
developed by the firm CSA Partners. According to them, “the Hindu population of the Antelope Valley region, near Los

Angeles, is made up of about a dozen immigrant groups who enthusiastically practice the rituals of their faith. A visionary

cardiologist contacted our firm to create a permanent sanctuary, with the help of a group of local community leaders working to

transform the complex into reality .” In 2014, the first building constructed became the temple 's main sanctuary ,

dedicated to Vishnu, complemented by smaller altars around the perimeter. The next building, completed in 2021, is
intended to be a modernist hall whose composition creates a glass cuboid “inserted between four sliding wall planes, an

abstraction of the Hindu needle wheel, and doors at the cardinal points.” The box is designed to be as minimalist as possible,

playing on transparency and opacity . The concrete and glass dome, or Shri Amma Meditation Center completed in

2023, is considered, according to the firm, to be "the ultimate and most overtly metaphorical space on campus." Its team

states: "This structure draws on analogies of personal growth and emergence similar to those of the womb and aims to evoke

the worship of the goddess Akhilendeswari, the Hindu goddess of fertility ." At the time, "an existing mound to the west of the

site was partially excavated, and a partially subterranean meditation center was created there. The form and volume of this

meditation center evoked the womb ." The building "is also the most structurally innovative contribution to the campus,

composed of porticoes and faceted glass, holding together an otherwise curvilinear volume with views directed towards the outer

temple, the courtyard , and beyond."
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The large common room adjoining the main temple aims to foster social cohesion among the "dozen groups of practicing immigrants" who populate the surrounding area. ©

Courtesy of CSA Partners / Jill Weller

« Les clients ont demandé un temple dédié principalement au Seigneur Vishnu, l’une des
principales divinités de la plupart des traditions hindoues et le Dieu suprême de la
tradition Vaishnavite. »

— Le cabinet CSA Partners
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Le nouveau dôme Shri Amma, conçu avec une forme semblable à celle de la matrice, cherche à inviter la contemplation avec ses courbes douces et ses fenêtres de verre. ©

Courtesy of CSA Partners / Jill Weller

Une spiritualité ancienne revisitée

Après avoir étudié de nombreux précédents, le cabinet d’architectes a choisi de concevoir le « fleuron du temple d'après

le modèle d'un Shikhara trouvé dans le district des temples de Kangra, dans l'Himachal Pradesh, au nord de l'Inde, avec d'autres

influences du temple de Jagannath à Puri », un choix qui « rend hommage à l'attribution culturelle de Kangra comme berceau

de l'hindouisme ». Avec une architecture que l’on retrouve un peu partout en Inde, le temple Kangra est dédié à deux

des trois divinités primordiales de la religion Hindoue : Vishnu, dieu protecteur de la stabilité du monde, et Shiva,
qui représente les pouvoirs opposés de la création et de la destruction. Conjointement à ses racines historiques, la
conception du campus du temple a rassemblé des stratégies diverses afin de répondre aux besoins et contraintes
énergétiques d’un milieu comme la Californie qui, si elle jouit la plupart du temps d’un climat méditerranéen, peut
souffrir de la sécheresse. Les bâtiments du campus ont ainsi été implantés de telle sorte à minimiser l’ensoleillement
pour maintenir les lieux de vie à des températures soutenables en été. Selon le cabinet CSA Partners, « les matériaux

utilisés visaient à se fondre dans le paysage désertique : briques aux tons de terre, préfabriqués, travertin et zones vitrées

soigneusement positionnées pour créer une impression de transparence et profiter pleinement de la vue sur le grand parc public

au nord ».
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Dans le couchant, la pierre du temple d'Antelope Valley rappelle celle des illustres bâtiments indiens dont le temple est inspiré. © Courtesy of CSA Partners
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